
CURRENT AFFAIRS AUGUST 2015 
 

SN Particular Name 
 

1 
The Syrian human rights activist and director of Syrian Centre for 
Media and Freedom of Expression (SCM) who has been freed by 
Syria after more than 3 years since his arrest in February 2012 

Mazen Darwish 

 
2 

The percentage by which China has decided to devalue its currency, 
the Yuan, also known as the renminbi, in order to increase its market 
orientation and benchmark status 

1.9% 

 
3 

The theme of International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 
observed on August 9, 2015 

Ensuring indigenous 
peoples' health and 
wellbeing 

4 Number of languages supported by the new Translator App launched 
by Microsoft for iOS and Android platforms is 

50 

5 The   bollywood   megastar   who   has   been   chosen   to   be   Tiger 
Ambassador of Maharashtra state 

Amitabh Bachchan 

 
6 

The behaviour ecologist from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc.) as 
well as president of the Indian National Science Academy who has 
been awarded Germany’s highest civilian honor, the Cross of the 
Order of the Merit 

Raghavendra 
Gadagkar 

7 The secular blogger and owner of website Istishon who was hacked to 
death by unknown assailants in Bangladesh 

Niloy Chatterjee 
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8 

The country which has set up the world's largest mosquito factory to 
tackle dengue fever by releasing one million sterilised mosquitoes 
every week in a bid to dilute their population with insects that don't 
carry the disease 

China 

 
9 

The venue of International Conference of Science, Technology and 
Public Policy for Achieving the Zero Hunger Challenge organised by 
M S Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) from 07 to 08 
August 2015 

Chennai 

10 The museum set up with assistance with Intel and inaugurated by the 
President Mr. Pranab Mukherjee at Rashtrapati Bhavan is named 

Navachara Kaksh 

 
11 

The mathematician from Tata Institute of Fundamental Research who 
has been awarded the Ramanujan Prize for 2015 (The prize is 
awarded jointly by the International Centre for Theoretical Physics 
(ICTP), Italy, the Department of Science and Technology, 
Government of India, and the International Mathematical Union 
(IMU) to a person under 45 working in a developing country.) 

Amalendu Krishna 

 
12 

The airfield in West Bengal which is being developed as a base of 
aircraft Super Hercules C130 J by the Eastern Air Command of the 
Indian Air Force 

Panagarh 

13 The country which has taken up digitization of its National Library 
facing threat from Islamic State organization 

Iraq 

 
14 

The country which has set up the world's largest mosquito factory to 
tackle dengue fever by releasing one million sterilized mosquitoes 
every week in a bid to dilute their population with insects that don't 
carry the disease 

China 

 
15 

The place where the Odisha government has decided to establish the 
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), allotted 
to the State in the last Union Budget 

Berhampur 

 
16 

The  African  country  which  has  been  recognized  by  International 
Olympic Committee to participate in 2016 Olympics thus become the 
206th member of the Olympic Games 

South Sudan 

 
17 

The amount of money which the Central Govt. has decided to infuse 
out of budgetary allocations in the Public Sector banks in the next 
four years 

Rs. 70,000 crores 

 

Swachh Bharat Rankings - 476 cities 
 

Rank City 
1 Mysore 
2 Thiruchirapalli 
3 Navi Mumbai 
4 Kochi 
5 Hassan 

473 Bhiwani (Haryana) 
474 Palwal (Haryana) 
475 Bhind (M.P.) 
476 Damoh (M.P.) 

 
Swachh Bharat Rankings - Capital cities 



 
Rank City Swachh Bharat Ranking 

1 Bengaluru 7 
2 Thiruvananthapuram 8 
3 Gangtok 10 
4 New Delhi Municipal Council 16 

 
Swachh Bharat Rankings - General Info. 

 

1. 4 cities from Karnataka are in top 10 
2. 25 cities from West Bengal are in top 100 
3. The Swachh Bharat rankings are based on a total of 42 marks including 20 for open defecation indicators 

and 22 for solid waste management indicators. 
4. All the 476 Class-1 cities in 31 States and Union Territories, each with a population of above one lakh were 

surveyed for assessing total sanitation practices covering a set of parameters including the extent of open 
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defecation, solid waste management, septage management, waste water treatment, drinking water quality, 
surface water quality of water bodies and mortality due to water born diseases etc. 

 
Important News in Brief 

 
 
National Investment and Infrastructure Fund 
The creation of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) was announced in the Union 
Budget 2015-16. 
Union Cabinet has recently approved the setting up of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund 
(NIIF). 
The fund will make equity investments of Rs. 20,000 crore every year in commercially viable long 
gestation projects which will help to kick-start the economy. 
The Centre will own 49 per cent of this new Mumbai-based fund, which won’t be answerable to 
Parliament nor audited by the CAG. 
It will be run on a commercial basis by managers, who will be paid globally competitive salaries. 
The NIIF is modelled on Singapore's investment vehicle Temasek. 

 
World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision by UN DESA 

 
1. The current world population of 7.3 billion is expected to reach 8.5 billion by 2030, 9.7 billion 

in 2050 and 11.2 billion in 2100. 
2. By 2022, the population of India is expected to surpass that of China. 
3. Nigeria will be the third most populous country in the world surpassing the United States in 

2050. 
4. Globally the number of persons aged 60 or above is expected to more than double by 2050 and 

more than triple by 2100. 
5. China’s population will start declining by the 2030s, while India’s is projected to decline only 

after 2069 when its population is around 1.75 billion. 
 
Zero Hunger Challenge 

 
The Zero Hunger Challenge launched by the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon at the 
Rio+20 Conference on Sustainable Development in June 2012, encapsulates his vision for the future – 
a world free from hunger and malnutrition - where all people enjoy their fundamental Right to Food; 
and people’s livelihoods and food systems are resilient and able to withstand a changing climate. This 
vision is articulated in the five pillars of the Zero Hunger Challenge, namely: 

• 100% access to adequate food all year round; 
• zero stunted children less than 2 years of age; 
• all food systems are sustainable; 
• 100% increase in smallholder productivity and income; 
• and zero loss or waste of food 

 
Exercise Indradhanush -IV 

 
India U.K. Joint Air Exercise conducted from Jul 21 to 30 in U.K. 
Four Sukhoi Su-30 MKI along with IL-78 Air-to-air refueled, C-17 strategic and C-130J tactical airlift 
aircraft of the Indian Air Force participated in the exercise. 
Euro fighter Typhoon from the Royal Air Force along with Boeing E-3D Sentry and A330 Voyager 
tanker were pitted against the Indian aircraft. 
The fighters operated from RAF Coning by and the transport from RAF Brize Norton. 
GARUD special forces and their RAF counterparts carried out paradropping exercises. 

 
Google Restructured 

 

A new holding company named Alphabet has been formed to encompass Google X, Calico, Google 
Capital, Google Ventures etc., and also to replace Google as the publicly-traded company. 
Larry Page will the CEO of the company and co-founder Sergey Brin will be its President. 
Indian born Sundar Pichai has been named the CEO of new Google. 



 
National Handloom Day 

 

August 7 was declared by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi as the National Handloom Day to 
mark the 1905 Swadeshi movement which was formally proclaimed on August 7, 1905 at the Calcutta 
Town hall. 'India Handloom' brand at a function in Chennai. 

 
Source : http://www.leadthecompetition.in/CA/2015/current-affairs-August-2015.html 

 
 

 

http://www.leadthecompetition.in/CA/2015/current-affairs-August-2015.html

	CURRENT AFFAIRS AUGUST 2015
	Swachh Bharat Rankings - 476 cities
	Important News in Brief
	World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision by UN DESA
	Zero Hunger Challenge
	Exercise Indradhanush -IV
	Google Restructured
	National Handloom Day

	Source : http://www.leadthecompetition.in/CA/2015/current-affairs-August-2015.html


